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was successful in procuring a reluctant retracta-
tion from the Times.8* In a skilful letter Disraeli
sneered gracefully at the whole affair, while Mr.
Roebuck publicly rebuked Russell as the successor
of Lord Cfeorge Gordon.85 Wiseman himself, in
certain lectures at St. George's Cathedral, ex-
plained the decree in detail and in circumstance.
What, perhaps, did most to assuage popular
indignation was the passage of the Ecclesiastical
Titles Bill which received the Royal Assent in
August, 1851. The declaration that Roman Catho-
lics should not assume titles of bishoprics under
penalty of fine nor publish papal bulls seemed to
act like a soothing charm.86 By the end of 1851
the excitement had entirely disappeared.
The episode is perhaps more theoretically than
practically important. It is clear that to the
majority of Englishmen the effect of the new
Ultramontanism was to invade the integrity of
English sovereignty. 'The day is coming,' said
the Edinburgh Review,87 'when either the Ultra-
montane theory, as developed by such writers as
De Maistre, will be universal and paramount, or
the theory of the infallibility and supremacy of
the Church of Rome will crumble to atoms. The
theory of a divided allegiance the nations will at
length find untenable.' Lord Shaftesbury seems
particularly to have feared the introduction of the
MJM&, n, 3.
85 7fc^., H, 6-9.
se The text of the Act is given in the Life of Wiseman, Vol. II, p. 585.
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